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To be organized in cooperation with Universidade Nova de Lisboa
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Legacies of Kirishitan Culture: Searching for the Origins of

Five Centuries of Interaction between Japan and Europe
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Venue:  Auditorium 3, Universidade Nova de Lisboa
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Kirishitan culture, whose origins in Japan date back to Francis Xavier’s arrival in 1549
and the start of his missionary work, has been understood as a characteristic feature of the
Azuchi-Momoyama and the early Tokugawa periods. However, it is also important to realise that
its multi-cultural and multi-linguistic spirit, in not only its artistic elements but in politics and
social institutions too, was subsequently incorporated into Japanese culture, and handed down
from generation to generation from the era of the ban of Christianity through to modern times.
This workshop, organised as a special event associated with the EAJS Lisbon Conference, focuses
on the theme “Legacies of Kirishitan Culture” to explore the enduring cultural exchange between
Japan and Europe .

Nichibunken (International Research Center for Japanese Studies) aims to pursue
Japanese studies in the broadest sense through inter-disciplinary “Team Research” projects and in
cooperation with a diversity of research institutes and researchers around the world. This
workshop draws on an ongoing Nichibunken project titled “Literary Legacies of Kirishitan
Culture: Missionary Writings in the Vernacular” (Project leader: Nanyan Guo, Associate Professor),
designated as a research unit of the National Institutes for the Humanities, Inter-University
Research Institution Cooperation, and developed in collaboration with colleagues at Universidade

Nova de Lisboa. The workshop is open to all participants of the 15t EAJS Conference.
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Opening remarks Sano Mayuko (Nichibunken)
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Inheriting Kirishitan Culture: The Starting Point and the Present of
Communications between Japan and Europe Nanyan Guo (Nichibunken)
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Xavier’s Perspective on other creeds and Endo Shusaku’s Silence-
Historical and Literary Reflections on European Missions in Japan in the 16th

century Shinzo Kawamura (Sophia University)
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Multi-languages and Multi-cultures in Japanese “World Map” Folding Screens
Angelo Cattaneo (Universidade Nova de Lisboa)
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The Role of Protestant Missionaries in the Modern Period of East Asia
Liu Jianhui (Nichibunken)
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Fr. S. Candau M.E.P.’s Contribution to 20t century Japanese Culture

Kevin Doak (Georgetown University)
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Inoue Shoichi (Nichibunken) / Alexandra Curvelo (Universidade Nova de

Lisboa)
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